The DA Act 2021 places a statutory duty on Tier one local authorities to provide support to victims of domestic abuse and their children within safe accommodation. Part 4 of the Act introduces a new statutory duty on local authorities which places clearer
accountability on local areas to ensure the needs of victims are met in a consistent way.

«Safe accommodation: There iarecurrently 21 safe accommodation spaces across Leicestershire. Recommended number is 70. Women’s aid audit states 57% of all referrals received for refuge were rejected; the main reason for rejection was a lack of space or
capacity.

*Targeted Support: Those in LGBT+ relationships face additional barriers to reporting and accessing services.

Public Health England (2015) report that disabled people experience disproportionately higher rates of domestic abuse.

There is limited data/engagement from BME and GRT communities.

Male victims are less likely to approach DA services that appear to be designed for females.

The highest prevalence of child victim age in 2020/2021 is 0-5-year-olds (6.8%)

*Reachable services: Leicestershire is a large rural county where victims may feel isolated due to the lack of local services within their immediate vicinity.

*Early intervention and Prevent: Victims not knowing where to access support. Limited services available in certain areas and long waiting lists. Clients not able to relocate due to commitments or trauma. Not having funds to cover legal fees to stay in family home,
therefore, staying with alleged perpetrator.

+Strong partnerships: Gaps in data from services.. Recommendations within the MARAC review..
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Assumptions and Risks

L5 Assumption: Better community and partnership response to DA
Challengel/risk: Lack of collaborative working;
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